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· Also, the Monzel Report, which we will include as part of 
the online version of the newsletter contains articles about  
how to: How to Become an Organ Donor, How to Become 
a Volunteer Tutor, and how to find out Where Exactly Your 
Property Taxes are going. 

Please Enjoy. 
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Submitted by Bill Lonneman, Spring Grove Village  Com-
munity Council Vice-President 

On January 11, a group of nine concerned citizens met with two 
representatives of Emery Oleochemicals to learn about the com-
pany and discuss air emissions.  Emery, located at 4900 Este 
Avenue, is one of the world’s largest producers of natural based 
oleochemicals.  Its global headquarters is in Malaysia, and Cin-
cinnati is one of two North American production facilities (the 
other is in Toronto).  The 265 employees here take raw materials 
like beef and pork tallow (fats) and palm oil and turn them into 
products like fatty acids and glycerin, which are used to make 
everything from shaving cream to soap and mouthwash.  Unfor-
tunately for us in the Mill Creek, Emery (especially under its 
former name of Cognis) has also produced air emissions that 
have been one of our main odor problems.  If you smell a 
slightly acrid, fatty smell when the wind comes from the east, 
that is probably Emery.  Fortunately, for us, Emery, which sepa-
rated from Cognis in 2006, has been doing a lot to improve the 
situation.  They have installed new equipment, purchased lower 
chloride content coal and retired one boiler which was a particu-
lar problem.  As a result, air pollution complaints to the local 
EPA have dropped from 124 in 2005 to 15 in 2009.  

The meeting was very informative!  Those citizens present were 
from Spring Grove Village, Carthage, and Anderson, along with 
Communities United for Action (CUFA) and the Environmental 
Community Organization (ECO).  We have another meeting 
scheduled in February to talk about Emery’s emergency prepar-
edness plan.  If you would like to attend, please call Bill Lonne-
man at 541-2377.  
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Submitted by James Beauchamp, Spring Grove Village 
Community Council President 

It’s February, and with it comes Groundhog Day, Valentine’s 
Day, Presidents Day, and Black History Month.  Even 
though, I am from Northern Michigan, let’s pray that the 
Groundhog fails to see his shadow and spring will come 
early.  Let us also hope that love will flow in all its forms on 
the 14th; that we remember the many great leaders of our 
nation as we celebrate Presidents Day; and that we continue 
to learn the national, social, scientific and political contribu-
tions and significance of all those that comprise the great 
melting pot that we call the United States of America by 
celebrating Black History Month. 

Last month, we asked for submissions to honor Black His-
tory Month and have included as many of the submissions as 
we could in this newsletter, and will post all of them online.   

Also, due to some legalities with not yet obtaining permis-
sion from contributors of Cincinnati.com’s website, we can’t 
include a few of the submissions that we received for the 
February newsletter.  What we can do is direct you to these 
locations, so that you can view them for yourself.   

· On January 2, 2010, Beth Burwinkel submitted a very 
nice article about one of our residents, Don Clayton, 
entitled “Sharp Tools put you on the cutting edge.” 

· On January 12, 2010, Quan Truong submitted an article 
that mimics what we were told by April, from the Cin-
cinnati Recreation Commission, at our last Community 
Council meeting.  That article was entitled, “City opens 
Rec Centers to non residents.” 

· If you go to http://funkes.com/wintonplacevets/ you can 
find a wonderfully heartfelt article that was written 
about our beloved Winton Place Vets, and see a video 
that is a tribute to them. 

· You can go to the Environmental Community Organiza-
tions website and review there latest newsletter.  It in-
cludes and article by Terri Cole on how to be a Frugal-
ista.  There website is http://www.env-comm.org/.  Click 
on the Fall/Winter 09’ Newsletter link. 
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Coming soon:  One-day fruit tree care and 
pruning workshop with biodynamic 
farmer/gardner, Charles Griffin and beekeep-
ing gettogethers. 

If you have interests in these, please let us 
know.   

In addition, we are looking to build a wood 
firing kiln; so let us know if you know where 
we can find fire brick looking for a good 
home. 

We thank all of you who have given us wool, 
silks, pottery equipment, towels, beekeeping 
equipment and more!.   

Have a wonderful New Year!  

 ����!���
 �!"��	�#
���!	

Submitted by Ed Gutfreund 

This month’s meeting begins the second 
year of incorporating the community con-
versation process many of us learned from 
Peter Block’s Civic Engagement Series. 

Overall, there has been good feedback 
from adding this to the meetings. It assures 
that each person has an opportunity to con-
tribute to the conversation about the topics 
of the meeting and to be heard. 

This month I designed questions around 
the topic presented at the meeting --
Homelessness in Cincinnati, the New Year, 
and Gratitude.  

The first was: How are you thinking about 
our neighborhood for the coming year, 
including the issue of Homelessness?  

People’s responses when asked what struck 
you included that we are different, open to 
the information and the need; there was 
clarification of ideas and desire to support 
the Homeless Coalition.  

Second question: What are you grateful for 
about living in Spring Grove Village?  

People reported: neighbors, successful 
organizing efforts and the beauty of the 
neighborhood among other things. I was 
personally struck by how people’s dedica-
tion to coming to meetings and looking out 
for the neighborhood prompts me to stay 
involved.  (I had said that I received a gift 
of a book designed to hold statements and 
experiences of Gratitude and got another to 
put at my office for my therapy clients to 
write in). It is usually a good idea to count 
your blessings. 
 

�������$�

%�!�

����

Submitted by Homemeadow Song Farm 

Work and Play at Homeadow Song Farm  
Programs for Home Schooled Children  
Wednesday’s 8:30 – 3:00  

If you want to give your children an opportu-
nity to grow into capable responsible adults 
give them an opportunity to be children first! 
This is an arts-enriched, place-based, hands 
on program for children 6 – 12.  Our day is 
rich with stories and song.  We take care for 
our land, our animals and each other. 

We are currently making toys, building 
things, cooking foods and making natural 
dyes with things we harvested earlier in the 
year, and we play!  We observe insects, 
plants, and other wildlife.  We reverently 
utilize and preserve the gifts our land and our 
community bestows on us.   Our hearts are 
happy in this beautiful place and supportive 
social setting.  

 

Little Red Hen’s Early Mornings  
Play-based program for young children 
ages 4 and up  
Mondays and Tuesdays, 8:30am – 1pm 

Your youngsters’ senses will be nurtured in 
this well-structured ‘play oriented’ home-
stead environment. Each day follows a well-
defined rhythm:  First we feed and care for of 
our animal friends, Bonito the bunny and  the 
chickens: Fluffy, Speck, Speckle, Russie, 
Strarling and Marko the rooster. We collect 
their eggs and play “How many eggs did the 
chickens lay?” On Mondays we wash our 
hands and get ready to make bread. After the 
little loaves are formed into an array of 
shapes and placed in our outdoor wood-fired 
oven to bake.  There is always much antici-
pation when it is time for mid-morning 
snack! On Tuesdays we will provide artistic 
and out door experiences carding wool, 
woodworking, finger knitting, drawing and 
more.  Story, poem, song, and puppetry are 
woven throughout the morning.  We have a 
lovely outdoor play area as well. Thus, your 
child will most likely hum a little tune while 
setting the table and washing up for a deli-
cious organic lunch and wholesome conver-
sation.   

For information about programs, tuition or to 
enroll please contact: Vicki Mansoor  
Telephone:  513-542-1745 extension: # 2  
Email:  victrolala@cinci.rr.com  
Web Site: www.homeadowsongfarm.com  

I invite you to think about the questions if 
you were not able to be there for the meet-
ing and I invite you to come to the next 
meeting. These little discussions allow you 
to know who your neighbors are, and how 
they think and feel about important issues 
and events of our area.   

The exchange can be lively and connect-
ing.  See you next time.  
they go 'Oh I lived there many years ago 
and have nothing but good memories about 
the area.  This also makes one feel that 
they made a good choice in moving to 
Spring Grove Village.  
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From the Monzel Report 

How well is your local school district per-
forming?  What is the graduation rate?  
How well are students performing on state 
proficiency tests?  This information and 
more is available on the iLRC (interactive 
Local Report Card), located on Ohio De-
partment of Education’s website.  The 
iLRC is and interactive tool developed for 
parents, educators, lawmakers, community 
members, and researchers to provide cur-
rent and historical Local Report Card data.  
You can use the data on this site to help 
inform and guide parental involvement, 
plan and evaluate school improvement 
initiatives, and drive decision making to 
refine the educational process.  For more 
information please visit 
http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us. 
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Do you have an article idea for our newslet-
ter? Do you know about an important event 
going on in our village? Do you have a busi-
ness that you’d like to advertise locally? 
Contact the Newsletter Editor so that you can 
be added to our e-mail list.  

We send out one e-mail per month reminding 
those who would like to contribute to send 
information to be included in the newsletter. 
If you’d like to be on the mailing list please 
send me a message.  

We hope to hear from you soon!  

newsletter@springgrovevillage.org 
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Submitted by Bill Lonneman,        
Spring Grove Village Community Council Vice-President 

At the February 9 Community Council meeting, Ms. Cheryl Meadows of the Cincinnati 
Human Relations Commission will be with us to present our award as a Silver Medal 
Community.  Spring Grove Village is being recognized as one of the top 15 communi-
ties in Hamilton County for achieving stable, long-term racial integration.  In fact, our 
neighborhood was recognized in a recent study commissioned by the Cincinnatus Soci-
ety as having achieved the highest score of any neighborhood in the city for its diversity.  
Since 1980, the percentage of our population that is black has climbed from 12% to the 
current estimate of 56%; at the same time, home ownership levels have increased, from 
51% to 57%.  This is a very fine accomplishment and speaks to the good work that has 
been done over the years by many individuals who have chosen to move here and to 
stay here, as well as by fine organizations (such as our Youth Center and Development 
Corporation). 

During Black History month, it seems good to reflect on where we are going together in our 
neighborhood.  Come to our February 9 meeting to celebrate our current “silver medal” 
situation and talk with Ms. Meadows and your neighbors about how we can achieve even 
more together in the new decade! 
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Submitted by George M. F. Hardebeck 

Thanks Laura Lonneman, 

For standing for our SGV elders, like Ron Perry, who have long called a spade a spade, 
to aid their being able to do so. Fearing, with the help of other fairly white (which repre-
sents fear on one Medicine Wheel) editors, (while being aware of mixed lineage) that 
this may be taken as derogatory, and that we may not get around to really relating to the 
‘others’, so easily omitted, I have offered some reflection for such symbols, and how 
they may relate our richly diverse life. Granted, I can ramble on a bit, trying to offer 
language for generations of relationship lost and story under-shared, also about being a 
village. So, I have been offered some space on the SGV web page. If you venture to 
explore this with me, I hope you enjoy what this offers, that it supports you, and we 
grow to enjoy more greatly what we all offer in being community, and a village - which 
is more than a name.  

Peace & Ghra Mhor, George M. F. Hardebeck  

(You can read the entire article online, or we can email you a copy.  Send requests to 
newsletter@springgrovevillage.org) 
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From CUFA & Duke Energy 

Learn how you can save on energy costs. 
And receive FREE energy efficient bulbs! 

Did you know lighting costs can make up 
to 11 percent of your household electric 
bill? Changing to compact fluorescent light 
(CFL) bulbs is an easy way to lower your 
electricity costs. And we'll get you started 
saving by installing up to 12 CFL bulbs in 
your home when you take part in the En-
ergy Education Program. 

Duke Energy is working with Communi-
ties United for Action (CUFA) to educate 
customers on simple ways to help reduce 
monthly energy costs. When you schedule 
a free home visit, a trained technician will: 

• Install up to 12 FREE energy efficient 
CFLs and explain how they help save you 
money. 

• Provide information on energy efficiency 
programs offered by Duke Energy. 

• Share more energy and money savings 
tips. 

Learn how you can participate in this great 
program. Call today to find out more or 
schedule your free in-home visit.  

(513) 853-3947, ext 117 

If you are interested in learning more about 
Communities United For Action, visit our 
website are www.cufacincy.org and join 
our mailing list to start receiving our news-
letter. 
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Submitted by Annie Hilson, Spring Grove Village Community Council Secretary. 

We lived in a place that had too many stairs, so we (my brother and sister) began to look 
for some place not to far from where we were at the time.  My brother did a lot of re-
search and picked this neighborhood because of the racial diversity.  The reasons being 
location, the house and the history of the area.   We have some really good 
neighbors.  Not long after we moved into the house (almost a year) during one of our 
hot summer nights we had a fire that started in the basement laundry room.  The smoke 
alarms woke me and my mother up and we got out of the house. But then all of the 
power went out as I ran from house to house asking for someone to call 911(my cell 
phone did not work).  Our then neighbor Jack and his wife called and another neighbor 
brought a blanket for my mother and Jack called my brother for us.  Everyone was so 
concerned about my elderly mother. They got her a chair to sit in and wrapped her in the 
blanket.  They even offered to have us stay the night with them.  This is why I really 
appreciate the neighbors, street and area.  Because I could not really see that kind of 
response from any other place.  Our mother has since passed and one of our neighbors 
has moved away but the basic spirit remains.  Even though It seems as though no one is 
watching they are keeping an eye out. 

I joined the Community Council Board because one of my good neighbors (Mr, Ron 
Perry) invited me to a meeting.  The rest is history.  I am currently the secretary and am 
really learning a lot and enjoying myself. 

We have lived here now for about 4 years and like our neighborhood.  I have meet quite 
a few people who were once residents here by just mentioning where I live they go 'Oh I 
lived there many years ago and have nothing but good memories about the area.  This 
also makes one feel that they made a good choice in moving to Spring Grove Village.  
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Submitted by James Beauchamp, Spring 
Grove Village Community Council 
President 

Based on approval at the December 8, 
2009 Community Council meeting, and in 
an effort to help them with their applica-
tion for the Notwithstanding  Ordinance 
with the Cincinnati City Council, I hereby 
provide you with a copy of our communi-
ties endorsement letter. 

January 15, 2010 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Re:  Evergreen Holistic Learning Center 

On December 8, 2009, Joan Barlage, Kate 
Nordyke, and Claudia Taylor of the 
“Evergreen Holistic Learning Center” 
attended our Community Council meeting 
and presented their plan to use the 8.5-acre 
property that they recently purchased 
within our community for not only their 
residence, but also their non-profit learning 
center.  The “Evergreen Holistic Learning 
Center” was established in 2007 as a 501

���!(�2!
��	�$�!��
��	#
��!������(�!�	
$�

%���!�
-��"�
.������3

Del Concilio de Comunidad de Arboleda 
de Primavera Aldea 

Junto con saludarlos cordialmente, les co-
municamos un esfuerzo para unir e infor-
mar más a la comunidad hispana de nues-
tro barrio, que en estos momentos está en 
vía de expansión. Es que el ayuntamiento 
de la comunidad quiere publicar un infor-
mativo en español semestralmente, para 
que Ud. se mantenga al tanto de todo lo 
que ocurre en este barrio. 

Si usted tiene interés y desea escribir un 
artículo para este informativo, al igual que 
si desea ser parte de este gran equipo, o 
simplemente recibirlo por favor contactar 
a: 

Sr. Bill Lonneman 

E-mail: blonneman@cinci.rr.com  

Ó 

Sta. Valerie Lonneman 

Tel: (513) 541-2377 

(c) (3) non-profit organization committed 
to fostering unique, life-long learning ex-
periences that promote the holistic growth 
of mind, body and spirit.   

They emphasized how they were rooted in 
the firm belief that “learning is a life long 
adventure” and their dedication to serving 
people throughout all stages of life, and 
particularly emphasizes the support and 
advancement of the urban community.  
They discussed their hopes to offer a host 
of unique, hands-on learning opportunities 
such as:  equine interactions, organic gar-
dening, seed-to-table nutrition, stress man-
agement, and holistic fitness training.  
They also discussed their partnerships with 
Wright State University and Cincinnati 
State Technical and Community College, 
which enable them to offer C.E.U.’s and 
college credits for some of their program-
ming.  Above all, they strive to be another 
positive asset to our community. 

The exciting presentation was followed 
with an invigorating discussion including 
many questions about zoning, landscape 
design, cost, economic viability and job 
creation, which further energized the com-
munity. 

On behalf of the Spring Grove Village 
Community Council, we are recommend-
ing and fully endorse the project known as 
the “Evergreen Holistic Learning Cen-
ter”.  We believe that this project will be a 
positive change to our community and pro-
vide a long-term landmark to the City. 

Should you have any questions or concerns 
regarding our endorsement and recommen-
dation, please feel free to contact me at 
(513) 252-6464 or at beauchjm@fuse.net. 

Sincerely, 

 
James Beauchamp, President 

Spring Grove Village Community Council 

 

The Evergreen Holistic Learning Center 
hopes to be a positive asset to our commu-
nity and invites you to contact them for a 
brochure of program offerings or arrange 
a tour of Evergreen by emailing them at:   

joanbarlage@yahoo.com.  
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Regular or senior memberships (voting) are open to all adult 
residents, property owners, and business owners in Spring 
Grove Village. Associate memberships (non-voting) are open to 
all others 

I am a (check all that apply): 

___ Resident   ___ Business Owner   ___ Property Owner 

Membership Fees (Check one) 

Regular  ___$5 for 1 yr 

Business Membership  ___$50 for 1yr 

Business Name___________________________________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

City ________________________  State _______________ 

ZIP _________________Phone_______________________ 

Email (optional) ___________________________________ 

Skills I’d like to share with SGV_______________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Suggestions _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

%���!�
-��"�
.������
������	���
�����(����!


Mail this completed form and your check made out to Spring Grove Village Community Council to the following address, 
or bring it to our next meeting. Spring Grove Village, 638 E. Epworth, Cincinnati OH 45232.  You can also pay online at 
www.springgrovevillage.org 
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From Spring Grove Village Community Council 

Active community participation is the best way to improve our neighborhood.  Your membership allows you to vote at SGV annual 
meetings and connect with your neighborhood.  Questions?  Contact us at 542-1750.  Join Today!!! 


